MINUTES OF A MEETING OF MOULTON PARISH COUNCIL 
held at MOULTON VILLAGE HALL on MONDAY 8 DECEMBER 2014 at 7.45pm.

	PRESENT

	Councillors
	Cllrs. Aston (Chairman), Boyle, Bowie, Burgess, Clark and Harris.

	Other Attendees
	Parish Clerk. CWAC Cllrs. Sinar and Weltman. 9 Members of the Public (names recorded).


	1
	To receive Apologies (and record reasons for absence) and to note any Declarations of Interest

Resolved: to accept Apologies from Cllrs. Vernon (personal commitment), Watkinson (personal commitment), Wood (illness) and PCSO McShane.
Cllr. Boyle was welcomed to the Parish Council as a co-opted Member. All relevant paperwork has been completed and lodged with the Parish Clerk. 

There were no Declarations of Interest made.


	2
	To present Awards for the Best Kept Garden and Photography Competition

Best Kept Garden:- 1st Prize – 22 Hillside Lane; 2nd Prize – 58 Whitlow Lane; 3rd Prize – 3 Niddries Lane.

Photograph Competition :- 1st Prize – Ana Williams; 2nd Prize – Irene Nixon.



	3
	To receive the PCSOs Report

In the absence of the PCSO, who is now back in work albeit on reduced hours, the Parish Clerk gave a summary of the Report for October 2014. 75 incidents in total across the Moulton and Davenham area – 5 x anti-social behaviour; 5 x theft; 10 x suspicious activity; 55 x road related reports.


	4
	Public Participation
Mr. Mitchell suggested that the grassed area around the recently installed fence bordering Hillside Lane and Public Footpath RB4 be cultivated into a wild flower border. It was agreed that this is an excellent idea and matters will be taken forward in the early Spring, including sourcing possible lines of Grant Funding.
Mrs. Newton again referred to the area of land off Barnside Way for which Richborough Estates have been granted Outline Planning Permission. She stated, confirmed by the Parish Clerk, that the potential builders (Bovis) have confirmed that they will not be looking to undertake piling when building on the site. 
She commented that Bovis’s proposals for tree trimming along the length of Beehive Lane appear likely to see a vast uplift in the height of the canopy – linked to this the Parish Clerk read out an e-mail from the CWAC Tree Officer stating that cutting back will be minimised, will not take place until Full Planning Permission is in place and will be as per the Outline Planning Permission agreed by the Appeal Inspector.
She understands that Bovis appear keen to incorporate the previously mooted Swales as part of the overall drainage plan for the site, coupled with using the existing storm drain that often proves incapable of handling water flow at times of intense rainfall. The Parish Clerk commented that this was his understanding also, but that until a Full Planning application was submitted it would be wise to wait before making comment.

Cllr. Aston advised that, at the request of Bovis, a meeting is to be held between Bovis and the Parish Council in the next few days. 

Mrs. Platt asked whether the Parish Council could again liaise with CWAC Highways with a view to making the Whitlow Lane/Main Road/School Lane Crossroads safer at School Opening and Closing times. Cllr. Aston and the Parish Clerk gave a summary of potential remedies that have been discussed with CWAC many times over the last few years – a one way system; speed control measures; increased visibility for cars approaching the junction from all four sides; the re-introduction of a Lollipop controlled safe crossing point; taking forward a number of the proposals listed in the School Travel Plan. 
After discussion it was agreed to approach the School to discuss the possibility of joint-funding the Lollipop Crossing Option (CWAC have declined to re-introduce on funding grounds and the fact that the school roll is below guideline levels). 

It was also acknowledged that Parents need to become more aware of ways in which they can help – leaving the car at home; using the War Memorial Car Park; driving (in some instances) in a manner more sympathetic with the known difficulties of the junction.
There is no cure-all option available, but a range of small improvements (if implemented) may produce worthwhile gains.


	5
	To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 10 November 2014 for signature as a true record.
Resolved: that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10 November 2014 be agreed and signed as a true record.    


	6
	To receive the Parish Clerk’s Report
· The Parish Clerk thanked all of those who assisted with the Christmas Tree Lights Switch On Event on Friday 5 December 2014, particularly Staff and Pupils from Moulton School. Once again the Event was a success.
· The Occupier of Rose Cottage has indicated a willingness to use Garage Plot 14a, rather than the War Memorial Car Park, to park his vehicles and store items. A side letter is required from the Parish Council agreeing to the placement of a shed (subject to CWAC approval) at the rear of the Plot and storage of items, also at the rear of the site. A landowner to the rear of the Plot has complained about overgrown plants creeping through boundary fences.
Resolved: to issue a side letter as described above and to arrange for the Plot to be fully cleared of plants/rubble prior to occupation (spend to be £200 or less).
· The Web Site Pages have recently been updated by Dean Sanders.

· CWAC have provided a Draft Lease relating to the Weaver Road Play Area. Two amendments have been requested – the ability to place a small wooden/metal structure on a solid concrete base and the bringing forward of the start date to 1 March 2015 - and verbal agreement has been given for these amendments to be incorporated into the revised Lease. CWAC have also confirmed that they will remove the dilapidated play equipment currently in situ.
· The Parish Clerk thanked those Councillors who undertook delivery of Newsletters in late November.

· Quadriga Ltd have quoted £750 + VAT to undertake structural repairs to the War Memorial. Additionally, they have suggested an Insurance Valuation Figure of £20k max. would be adequate.

Resolved: to ask Quadriga to undertake the work and to ask Came and Co. to implement the suggested reduced figure for Insurance Cover purposes.

· Cllrs. Aston and Burgess will undertake the Annual Review of Regent Street Garage Plots in readiness for the February 2015 Parish Council Meeting.



	7
	Planning
i. to note comments made by the Planning Committee on recent Applications
14/04186/FUL- amendment to App. 14/01374/FUL re land at rear of 14 Whitlow Lane – one dwelling.
No objections lodged, but comment made that provision of a clear border hedge/fence would be advisable. Additionally, provision for off-road parking would be welcome.
ii. to note Planning Application Responses from Cheshire West and Chester Council
14/03756/FUL – Front Porch (retrospective) – 4 Chapel Street. Approved.
14/04201/FUL – Two storey rear extension and loft conversion – 41 Main Road. Approved.

E-mail dated 4 December 2014 from CWAC regarding App. 14/04213/TPO advising that the Application is likely to be approved in line with the Inspectors ruling relating to App. 12/05668/OUT. No work will take place until Application 14/04800/REM has been determined.
iii. to note Planning Applications advised but not yet received
14/04800/REM – Land at Beehive Lane, Moulton – Reserved Matters application for the erection of 148 dwellings with associated car parking, garages, roads and landscaping.
iv. to discuss Neighbourhood Plan related matters
Cllr. Aston and the Parish Clerk met with Sarah Barron at Cheshire Community Action (CCA) on 13 November 2014. CCA have offered to help design a second Household Consultation Document (seeking views on the Policies listed in the 2nd Draft of the Plan) and to process the replies. They will also assist with the creation of a Vision/Objectives/Policy Statement. 
They have quoted the sum of £1,755 for this work – to be spent before the end of December 2014, utilising existing Grant Funding. The remainder of any Grant Funding unused as at 31 December 2014 has to be repaid. Additional funding can be applied for to cover expenditure after 1 January 2015.

Resolved: to ask CCA to begin the work, as outlined above, as soon as possible. The Survey Form to be ready for the Community Engagement Evening in January 2015. 
v. to discuss any other Planning Related Issues

14/01378/FUL – 53 dwellings off Jack Lane, Davenham – Bellway Homes. The Applicant has appealed against the decision to refuse permission to build. Appeal Reference is APP/A0665/A/14/2227731. It was decided that the Parish Council’s views had been clearly expressed in earlier letters of objection. As a result no further action is required, although the opportunity to speak at the Appeal Hearing will be considered again nearer the time.


	8
	Administrative and Community Matters
i. to receive an update from the Moulton Projects Working Group
Whilst the Working Group has not met since the last Parish Council Meeting, progress has been made in several areas:-
CCTV Equipment – Planning Permission is required in respect of the poles housing the cameras. Cllr. Clark has submitted the Application on-line and it is currently awaiting validation. Moulton RBL is yet to confirm whether it wishes to attach two cameras of its’ own to the system.

Weaver Road Play Area – Cllr. Bowie is finalising a Grant Application which, if successful, will see much of the initial expenditure covered. A Budget is to be prepared to quantify overall costs. She also continues to liaise with both Leftwich County High School and Moulton Primary School, both remaining keen to take an active part in the Project.
Community Resilience Plan – this will be introduced to residents at the forthcoming Community Engagement Evening in January 2015, when volunteers will be sought to help compile the Plan.

ii. to receive a Report of the Community Governance Presentation by CWAC on 19 November 2014 

Cllr. Aston outlined the topics discussed at the Meeting – formal adoption of changes proposed in the Review (in Moulton’s case only the reduction in the maximum number of Councillors to 9); arrangements for Governance during the period 1 April to 7 May (Election Date) 2015; delivery of the Election Process; financial matters, including Precept Requests, for 2015/6.
It was confirmed that there will again be a Housing Benefit Grant in 2015 – the exact amount has not yet been finalised. More details will follow before the end of December 2014.
iii. to discuss arrangements for the Community Evening on 20 January 2015
This will be held at Moulton Royal British Legion between 7pm and 9pm. Focus will be on several current topics/areas of focus, with Individual Councillors/Officials manning informative display boards – the Moulton Neighbourhood Plan (Cllr. Aston and the Parish Clerk); CCTV Installation (Cllr. Clark); the Weaver Road Play Area Project (Cllr. Bowie); the Community Resilience Plan (Cllr. Bowie); 2015 Elections (Parish Clerk). 
The Parish Clerk will seek to hire a number of Display Boards for the Event.
iv. to discuss a suitable date for the May 2015 PC Meeting/Annual Meeting
The Parish Clerk advised that the previously agreed meeting date is only 2 working days after the Election. 

Resolved: to reschedule the May Meeting/Annual Meeting date to Monday 18 May 2015. 



	9
	i. To authorise Accounts for Payment and note Income Received

Resolved: to authorise the following Payments and to note Income Received.
Payments:
P Sanders

Salary December  – Clerk

741.18

HMRC

PAYE + NI for PS December 2014 

38.69

P Sanders
Expenses – Web Site/E-mail Fees
*71.93
SLCC
Membership Fees re Parish Clerk
131.00
UK Mailing
Newsletter Printing
154.80
P Sanders
Expenses – Nov/Dec
186.25
Cllr. J Clark
Planning Application and Maps re CCTV Installation
125.08
Income Received:

Bank Interest
3.87
ii. to receive a Report from the Finance Committee following its ’Meeting on 27 November 2014
Resolved:- to confirm the following recommendations from the Finance Committee – 
· to note that there are no budget concerns for 2014/5 
· to accept the Draft Budget for 2015/6, showing a Precept requirement of £30,925 (up 0.6%)

· to approve the Asset Register as amended on 27/11/14 
· to accept the Risk Assessment Document as agreed on 27/11/14

· to accept the Insurance Cover Schedule as agreed on 27/11/14
· to confirm payment of Community Grants for 2014/5 as detailed in Part B (confidential) of the Finance Committee Draft Minutes (payable in Q1 2015)



	10
	To consider Correspondence received since the last Meeting
Cheshire West and Chester Council

Various

21 Nov

21 Nov

24 Nov

4 Dec

Members Briefings (e-mailed on receipt)

Town and Parish Council’s Briefing (e-mailed on receipt)

Partnerships West (e-mailed on receipt)

E-mail relating to delay in publication of The Register

Letter relating to New Homes Community Bonus 2014/5
To Note

To Note

To Note

To Note

To Note
VREN
24 Nov
Newsletter (e-mailed on receipt)
To Note
VRDS
Various
Newsletters (e-mailed on receipt)
To Note
Cheshire Police
Various

24 Nov
Newsletters (e-mailed on receipt)

Crime Commissioner’s Newsletter (e-mailed on receipt)
To Note

To Note
Moss Haselhurst
25 Nov
Draft Lease re Weaver Road Play Area
Viewed by Chairman and Parish Clerk
ChALC
28 Nov
New employee Pay Rates
To Discuss – see S13
Bovis Homes

27 Nov
E-mail requesting a Meeting with PC (e-mailed on receipt)
Mtg arranged for Thurs 11 Dec
Cheshire Playing Fields Ass

1 Dec
Annual Report 2013
To Note
Cheshire Archives
1 Dec
Newsletter
To Note

Witton Albion JFC

2 Dec

E-mail enquiry re Football Field availability

To Discuss

P Marshall

7 Dec

E-mail relating to Garage Plots 22 and 23
To Discuss

Resolved:

· to advise Witton Albion JFC that the current Tenants will have first refusal on pitch hire for season 2015/6. However, they will be contacted should the current Agreement not be extended.
· to confirm to Mr Marshall that he can lapse the Leases as at 31 December 2014, but that it is his responsibility to remove the Garage Structures and contents from the Plots as  soon as possible.


	11
	To receive Reports from Councillors and the Parish Clerk
· Cllr. Aston commented that in recent weeks a number of Parents attending Junior Football Matches at the Playing Field have parked on the grass. Club Officials have been asked to monitor the situation, ensuring that any such parked vehicles are promptly removed. It was agreed to review the situation again in the new year, with suitable signage to be arranged if no improvement is noted.
· Cllr. Harris advised that changes are imminent in the makeup of the Moulton School Board of Governors. In future Governors will be appointed based on the specific skills they can bring to the Board. More details will follow.

· Cllr. Harris advised that he attended the CCA Annual Meeting. No issues of specific interest to Moulton were raised.




	12
	To note that the next Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 12 January 2015 at 7.45pm – Moulton Church – commencing with a 15 minute Public Participation Session. 



There being no further business this part of the Meeting closed at 9.44pm 
	13
	PART B – Press and Public Excluded
Parish Clerk’s Salary Review

Resolved: to increase the Parish Clerk’s hourly remuneration rate from £8.835 per hour to £9.207 per hour with effect from 1 January 2015. Additionally, a one off lump sum payment of £54 is to be paid in January 2015. These increases are in line with NALC Guidelines.
Other Matter

Resolved: to make a Donation of £100 to Moulton Primary School as a thank you for their support at the Christmas Lights Switch On Event.


There being no further business the Meeting closed at 10.07pm.
